
FOLLOW THE SUN

Sign Up To The Sun About Us Editorial Complaints Policies And Ethics

Clarifications And Corrections News Licensing Advertising Contact Us

Commissioning Terms Help Hub Topic A-Z Cookie Settings Contact Preferences

Sun Jobs Shopping How Our Product Reviews Team Test Our Products

The Times & The Sunday Times Pay To Reject

SERVICES

©News Group Newspapers Limited in England No. 679215 Registered office: 1 London Bridge Street, London,
SE1 9GF. "The Sun", "Sun", "Sun Online" are registered trademarks or trade names of News Group Newspapers
Limited. This service is provided on News Group Newspapers' Limited's Standard Terms and Conditions in
accordance with our Privacy & Cookie Policy. To inquire about a licence to reproduce material, visit our
Syndication site. View our online Press Pack. For other inquiries, Contact Us. To see all content on The Sun,
please use the Site Map. The Sun website is regulated by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO)

Our journalists strive for accuracy but on occasion we make mistakes. For further details of our complaints
policy and to make a complaint please click this link: thesun.co.uk/editorial-complaints/

News Retail Property Tips Business Sun Savers Sun Jobs

FILL YOUR BOOTS Inside high street shop
where everything is FREE including clothes,
shoes and homeware – here’s where to
find it

A HIGH street shop where food, clothes and everything else is free has
opened to help people out during the cost-of-living crisis

Maya Amangeldiyeva is urging residents to use Maya’s Free Shop to stock
up on whatever they are short on.

Customers at her shop in Herne Bay, Kent, can nab clothes, handbags,
pillows, candles and paintings without spending any cash.

Staff urge the store’s visitors to take whatever they like from the donated
goods because they “have enough clothes to dress all of Kent.”

Anyone can show up, but the shop is hoping to help Herne Bay’s most
vulnerable as the cost-of-living crisis bites.

The store is based in a former salon in the seaside town and Maya said she
“doesn’t care where customers come from”.
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And it has become so popular that people are reportedly flocking from
across the county to shop for free.

On one day staff claim they even received over 100 bags of donations.

It is another project alongside her community café for the low-waged and
homeless, that she has run since 2015.

Maya originally created the store after receiving a mass of donations to
help families fleeing Ukraine.

MOST READ IN MONEY

SUN SAVINGS We left UK for a three-bed pool
villa in a holiday hotspot - it's £300 cheaper

BEER PAIN Pints could soon soar to £9 in UK
pubs due to Iran war, bosses warn

'NO REGRETS' I swapped corporate slog for
dream job… I've HALVED my mortgage &
beat burnout

FINAL SLICE Major fast food chain with 2,000
locations shuts ‘fantastic’ UK store for good

She moved to England from Turkmenistan 15 years ago and now funds the
shop entirely through donations and cash from community interest
companies.

Using the donated cash the mum-of-three pays the space’s rent and
energy cost.

Generous owner Maya said: “I don’t ask any questions and we don’t care
about your income – anybody can use our free shop.

“We receive donations all the time. We have had over 100 bags today.
Honestly we have enough clothes to dress all of Kent.

“I don’t care – if you need help, I will help you. There are no other shops
like this.”

Maya has over 150 volunteers helping out between the free store and
café.

She said: “It started off with me putting up a clothes rail in our
community café for 20 items or so.

“People started bringing so much stuff that we had to open the shop. We
don’t want anyone to be ashamed of dressing up from a charity shop.

“All money that is donated to the shop goes towards our food bank.”

Where to find food banks?

Food banks and soup kitchens provide support for vulnerable Brits who
can’t afford essentials and food.

The Trussel Trust is one of the largest food bank organisations – see a map
to its locations.

In 2021/22, the Trussel Trust supplied 2.2million three-day emergency food
parcels – a 14 per cent rise compared to pre-pandemic levels in 2019/20.

If you’re struggling with costs to stay fed, food banks aren’t your only
option.

There are schemes in place by the government and local councils, such as
the Household Support scheme which provides support in the form of
vouchers, one-off payments and more.

If you’re pregnant or responsible for children under four, you could
get healthy start vouchers.
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Most local councils also run their own welfare assistance schemes for
households on low incomes or who are dealing with a crisis.

Grants can sometimes be worth up to £1,000.
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Maya Amangeldiyeva is urging locals to use her free shop to stock up on a number
of items Credit: SWNS
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She has everything including food, shoes and clothes Credit: SWNS
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3

CASH IN Millions more people set to be
eligible for £100 Nationwide Fairer
Share payment

NOTT AGAIN Marinakis relinquishes
control of Nottingham Forest again
after controversy

ACTOR DEATH Emmerdale & Happy
Valley star found dead hours after
being quizzed by cops

CITY BREAK England star 'set to leave
Man City on free' in huge changing of
guard

'I HAVE NOTHING' Dad who lost family
in Air India jet crash to be deported
from UK

STAN DOWN Snooker's Littler
heartbroken as fightback stops him
following Ronnie footsteps

PUMP PRESSURE Fuel shortages spark
new number-plate rotation rules to
keep drivers off road

CRASH HORROR X Factor star charged
with attempted murder after car
‘ploughed into crowd'

CHOC SHOCK Chocolate bars sold in
B&M and Home Bargains are recalled
over ‘health risk’

GUNMAN HORROR Moment shots fired
at world famous tourist site as one
dead & several injured

CHANGING ROUTE TUI addresses fuel
shortage fears for Brits booking
summer flights

CAMP FIGHT Adam Thomas screams 'are
you taking the p***' at Jimmy in
explosive jungle clash

R.I.P Beloved EastEnders character dies
in heartbreaking scenes 34 years after
debut

TOT 'MURDER' Teacher 'sexually abused
baby he was adopting then filmed him
as he lay dying'

EARLY EXIT I'm A Celebrity shock as
campmate QUITS show 'for medical
reasons'

STAR GONE The Osmonds legend Alan
Osmond dies aged 76 as fans mourn
70s pop icon

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU
OFF THE BOX? ITV
show faces AXE after
test shows viewers
barely noticed
schedule switch

GUN HORROR Man
rushed to hospital
after being SHOT in
quiet UK town - as
suspect arrested

HERO SACKED Fury as
Morrisons sacks long-
serving manager
after he tackles
repeat shoplifter

SCRIPT TEASE Naked
Sydney Sweeney &
star's 'genuine'
orgasm…sex scenes
that went too far

MORE FOR YOU
SYD CITY Sydney
Sweeney goes totally
naked in raunchy
scenes for new
Euphoria episode

BABY JOY I’m A
Celeb’s Scarlett
Moffatt reveals she’s
expecting second
child with fiance

'URGENT ACTION'
Warning over
poisonous ingredient
linked to surge in UK
suicide deaths

'CAR RAM' RAP X
Factor star charged
with attempted
murder after car
smashes into clubbers

Sun Club Puzzles News Sport Fabulous TV Showbiz Money Travel Health More

Sign in Sun ClubUK Edition Search

https://www.facebook.com/thesun/
https://twitter.com/thesun?lang=en-gb
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va9SyrWElagvuuc1rw2h
https://www.thesun.co.uk/sign-up-to-the-sun/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/about-us/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/editorial-complaints/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/sun-editorial-standards-policies-ethics/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/clarifications/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/syndication/
http://www.newsukadvertising.co.uk/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/contact-us/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/commissioning-terms/
https://help.thesun.co.uk/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/index/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/21337984/inside-high-street-shop-everything-free/#
https://mypreferences.thesun.co.uk/
https://jobs.thesun.co.uk/?source=footer&utm_source=footer&utm_medium=partner_referral
https://www.thesun.co.uk/shopping/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/shopping/product-reviews/25932439/how-our-product-reviews-team-test-our-products/
https://www.thetimes.com/
https://ptr.thesun.co.uk/dashboard
https://www.thesun.co.uk/terms-and-conditions/
http://www.newsprivacy.co.uk/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/syndication/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/contact-us/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/editorial-complaints/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/editorial-complaints/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/news-money/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/retail/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/property/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/tips/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/business/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/topic/sun-savers/
https://jobs.thesun.co.uk/
https://x.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thesun.co.uk%2Fmoney%2F21337984%2Finside-high-street-shop-everything-free&text=Inside%20high%20street%20shop%20where%20everything%20is%20FREE%20including%20clothes,%20shoes%20and%20homeware%20-%20here%27s%20where%20to%20find%20it
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thesun.co.uk%2Fmoney%2F21337984%2Finside-high-street-shop-everything-free&t=Inside%20high%20street%20shop%20where%20everything%20is%20FREE%20including%20clothes,%20shoes%20and%20homeware%20-%20here%27s%20where%20to%20find%20it
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/21309206/money-saving-challenge-wedding-first-home/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/21331418/broadband-mobile-tv-price-rise/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/38884204/ditched-uk-rat-race-for-villa-holiday-hotspot/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/38883978/pints-soar-9-uk-pubs-iran-war-bosses-warn/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/38876358/quit-45-k-job-walk-dogs-earn-less/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/38883454/subway-restaurant-warrington-closes-reopens/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/sport/38881908/vincent-kompany-selling-cheshire-mansion-football-pitch/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/38871511/parents-grandparents-hmrc-shake-claim/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/where/kent/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/18112069/food-banks-how-to-apply-donate/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/topic/food/
http://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=zsvX5ePkig24.kQ9wAa9s4al8&hl=en_US
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/20677065/thousands-families-free-cash-supermarkets-christmas/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/12735407/healthy-start-vouchers-shop/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/16422248/welfare-assistance-scheme-food-furniture-bills-get-it/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/news-money/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/author/ethan-singh/
https://newsprivacy.co.uk/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/21337984/inside-high-street-shop-everything-free/#
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/21337984/inside-high-street-shop-everything-free/#
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/21337984/inside-high-street-shop-everything-free/#
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/38870312/millions-eligible-nationwide-fairer-share-payment/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/sport/38877256/evangelos-marinakis-nottingham-forest-crystal-palace-champions-league/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/38880639/emmerdale-happy-valley-star-dead-at-home/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/sport/38878357/england-leave-man-city-john-stones-bernardo-silva/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/38864892/dad-air-india-disaster-deported-uk/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/sport/38879318/luke-littler-stan-moody-world-championship-ronnie-osullivan/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/38857758/fuel-shortage-forces-number-plate-rule-change/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/38875831/x-factor-finalist-charged-car-ploughs-into-crowd/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/38871582/bm-home-bargains-chocolate-recall/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/38878725/woman-killed-tourist-attraction-shooting/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/travel/38870370/tui-update-air-fuel-shortage-fears/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/tv/38879355/adam-thomas-screams-jimmy-bullard-im-a-celeb-clash/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/tv/38881568/eastenders-spoilers-nigel-bates-dies-phil-grant/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/38876106/teacher-sexual-assualt-baby-murder-injuries/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/tv/38880373/im-a-celebrity-campmate-quits-show-medical-reasons/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/tvandshowbiz/38880506/alan-osmond-dies-fans-mourn-pop-icon/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/tv/38877783/lorraine-itv-axe-viewers-schedule-test/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/38880084/man-shot-car-cotswolds-arrest/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/38879399/morrisons-sacks-long-serving-manager-shoplifter/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/tvandshowbiz/38872616/sydney-sweeney-hollywood-stars-orgasm-sex-scenes-far/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/tv/38869695/euphoria-sydney-sweeney-naked-breasts-sex-scene-photos/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/tv/38878170/scarlett-moffatt-pregnant-second-child/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/health/38874230/poison-ingredient-linked-surge-uk-suicide-deaths/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/38878506/x-factor-finalist-charged-attempted-murder-influencer-crash/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/sun-club/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/puzzles/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/sport/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/fabulous/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/tv/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/tvandshowbiz/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/travel/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/health/
https://login.thesun.co.uk/?gotoUrl=https://www.thesun.co.uk/money/21337984/inside-high-street-shop-everything-free/?login=true
https://www.thesun.co.uk/sun-club/
https://www.thesun.co.uk/

